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2.1 Construction 

Table 1 below presents the minimum BMPs required for construction sites within the City’s 

jurisdiction.  The City’s BMP standards are based on the California Stormwater Quality 

Association (CASQA) BMP factsheets.  Where any conflict may exist between CASQA 

factsheets and requirements in the Manual or the Municipal Code, the requirements of the 

Manual and the Municipal Code shall prevail.  Complying with the BMPs described in the 

Manual does not ensure compliance with all other regulatory requirements, including 

requirements of other agencies.  See Section 1 for more information about other potentially 

applicable requirements.  Types of BMPs include project planning, erosion control, sediment 

control, and waste management and good site management (“housekeeping”).  Following Table 

1 are additional BMP requirements for sediment and erosion control, maximum disturbed area 

and advanced treatment methods.  

Construction site BMPs are required to be site specific, seasonally appropriate, and construction 

phase appropriate.  Construction sites are required to show the BMPs they plan to implement 

on their Erosion Control Plans, which shall be prepared in accordance with the BMP standards 

in this Manual, NCMC Chapter 14.22, and NCMC Chapter 15.70.  Every construction site within 

the City’s jurisdiction is required to select, install, and maintain BMPs that address project 

planning, erosion control, sediment control, and waste management and good housekeeping to 

reduce, retain, and manage pollutant discharges to the MEP.  BMPs must be implemented at 

each construction site year round.  Construction activity during the dry season (May 1st 

through September 30th) must plan for and address unseasonal rain events that may occur in 

the dry season.  Non-storm water discharges from construction sites into the City’s storm drain 

system are prohibited year-round.  City inspectors have the authority to require additional 

BMPs to prevent discharges of pollutants and to prevent non-storm water discharges to the 

City’s storm drain system from construction sites year round. Construction sites also must 

adhere to the requirements of all applicable additional SWRCB or RWQCB general or site 

specific NPDES permits for construction activities (see Section 1) at the time of construction.    
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Project 

Planning 
Yes EC-1 Scheduling x 

      
P S S S 

  

Erosion 

Control 

Yes, Select 

Effective 

Combination2, 

3 

EC-2 
Preservation of Existing 

Vegetation3 
x x 

     
P 

     

EC-3 Hydraulic Mulch3 
 

x 
     

P 
  

S 
  

EC-4 Hydroseeding 
 

x 
     

P 
  

S 
  

EC-5 Soil Binders3 
 

x 
     

P 
  

S 
  

EC-6 Straw Mulch3 
 

x 
     

P 
  

S 
  

EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats3 
 

x 
     

P 
  

S 
  

EC-8 Wood Mulching3 
 

x 
     

P 
  

S 
  

EC-14 Compost Blankets3 
 

x 
     

P 
     

Yes, Select 

Effective 

Combination2 

EC-9 Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales 
  

x 
    

P 
     

EC-10 Velocity Dissipation Devices 
  

x 
    

P 
     

EC-11 Slope Drains 
  

x 
    

P 
     

Yes EC-12 Stream Bank Stabilization 
 

x 
     

P S 
  

S 
 

Potential 

Alternative4 

EC-15 Soil Preparation Roughening3 
 

x 
     

P S 
    

EC-16 Non-Vegetative Stabilization3 
 

x 
     

P S 
  

S 
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Sediment 

Control 

Yes, Select 

Effective 

Combination2, 

5 

SE-1 Silt Fence6 
   

x 
    

P 
    

SE-2 Sediment Basin7 
   

x 
    

P 
    

SE-3 Sediment Traps7 
   

x 
    

P 
    

SE-4 Check Dam 
   

x 
   

S P 
    

SE-5 Fiber Rolls6 
   

x 
   

S P 
    

SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm 
   

x 
   

S P 
    

Yes SE-7 Street Sweeping and Vacuuming 
   

x x 
   

S P 
   

Yes TC-1 
Stabilized Construction 

Entrance/Exit    
x 

   
S S P 

   

At Discretion 

of City8 
TC-2 Stabilized Construction Roadway 

   
x 

   
S S P 

   

At Discretion 

of City8 
TC-3 Tire Wash 

   
x 

    
S P 

   

Yes SE-10 Storm Drain Inlet Protection 
   

x 
    

P 
    

Potential 

Alternative9 

SE-12 
Manufactured Linear Sediment 

Controls    
x 

   
S P 

   
P 

SE-13 Compost Socks and Berms 
   

x 
   

S P 
    

SE-14 Biofilter Bags 
   

x 
    

P 
    

At Discretion 

of City8 
WE-1 Wind Erosion Control 

   
x 

    
S 

 
P 

  

At Discretion 

of City8, 10 
SE-11 Active Treatment Systems10 

      
x P 
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Waste 

Management 

and Good 

Housekeeping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes NS-1 Water Conservation Practices           x   S S     P   

Yes NS-2 Dewatering Operations           x     S     P   

Yes NS-3 Paving and Grinding Operations           x           P S 

Yes NS-4 Temporary Stream Crossing           x   S S S   P   

Yes NS-5 Clear Water Diversion           x           P   

Yes NS-6 Illicit Connection/Discharge           x           P   

Yes NS-7 Potable Water/Irrigation11           x           P   

Yes NS-8 Vehicle and Equipment Cleaning         x x           P   

Yes NS-9 Vehicle and Equipment Fueling         x x           P   

Yes NS-10 
Vehicle and Equipment 

Maintenance 
        x x           P   

Yes NS-11 Pile Driving Operations           x           P   

Yes NS-12 Concrete Curing           x           P P 

Yes NS-13 Concrete Finishing           x           P P 

Yes NS-14 Material Over Water           x           P P 

Yes NS-15 Demolition Adjacent to Water           x             P 

Yes NS-16 Temporary Batch Plants           x             P 

Yes WM-1 Material Delivery & Storage         x               P 

Yes WM-2 Material Use         x               P 

Yes WM-3 Stockpile Management         x     S S       P 

Yes WM-4 Spill Prevention & Control         x               P 

Yes WM-5 Solid Waste Management         x               P 
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Waste 

Management 

and Good 

Housekeeping 

(continued) 

 

Yes WM-6 Hazardous Waste Management         x               P 

Yes WM-7 Contaminated Soil Management         x               P 

Yes WM-8 Concrete Waste Management         x x           S P 

Yes WM-9 
Sanitary/ Septic Waste 

Management 
        x x             P 

Yes WM-10 Liquid Waste Management         x x             P 

Notes 

1. BMPs marked as required do not need to included in plans or implemented if demonstrated not to be applicable satisfactory to City staff. 

2. A combination of the BMPs within these categories that will be effective, as determined by City staff, must be proposed.  Typically not all BMPs within the category will be necessary to 

provide an effective combination. 

3. The City requires erosion control BMPs to be applied to areas that have been inactive for at least 14 days. 

4. These BMPs may be included as part of the overall effective combination of erosion control BMPs if approved by City staff. 

5. An effective combination of sediment control BMPs includes both full perimeter protection and sediment control within the boundaries of the site.   

6. Silt fence and fiber rolls must be staked into the ground as shown in the CASQA factsheet2 to be effective.  Therefore, they may not be used in paved areas or other areas where staking is 

not possible; gravel bags (SE-6) or compost socks (SE-13) must be used instead. 

7. Sediment basins and traps must be sized per CASQA and City standards.  Due to site drainage patterns, sediment basins and traps are often located where permanent post-construction 

BMPs will eventually be installed.  All accumulated sediment from the construction phase must be removed prior to final installation of permanent post-construction BMPs to maintain 

the as-designed percolation rate. 

8. These BMPs are not required to be included in plans or implemented unless specifically directed to be included by City staff. 

9. These BMPs may be included as part of the overall effective combination of erosion control BMPs if approved by City staff. 

10. Active treatment systems may be required for Construction General Permit Risk Level 3 sites, as necessary to meet CGP standards.  They may also be required for other sites at the 

discretion of City staff. 

11. The CASQA factsheet2 implies some irrigation runoff may be acceptable.  However, irrigation runoff discharges are considered illegal discharges and are prohibited per the City's 

Municipal Code. 

 

                                                           
2 Available via www.casqa.org. The initial version of the manual was prepared in 2009, but it is regularly updated, and the City requires 

compliance with the most recent version available online.  Accessing the BMP handbook requires a subscription. 

http://www.casqa.org/
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2.1.1 Additional Erosion and Sediment Control Requirements  

In addition to the minimum BMPs listed in the table above, construction projects are also required 

to comply with the requirements of National City’s Municipal Code Chapter 15.70 (Grading and 

Erosion Control) and the following BMPs:  

 All removable protective devices shown shall be in place at the end of each working day 

when there is a fifty percent chance of rain within a forty-eight hour period.  

o Per NCMC 15.70.140, If erosion control BMPs are not installed or maintained 

within two hours of notification at the twenty-four hour number on the plans, the 

City Engineer may order City crews to do the work or may issue contracts for such 

work and charge the cost of this work along with reasonable overhead charges to 

the cash deposits or other instruments implemented for this work without further 

notification to the owner. No additional work on the project except erosion control 

work may be performed until the Permittee restores the full amount drawn from 

the deposit. 

 

 At any time of year, an inactive area shall be fully protected from erosion and discharges 

of sediment. An area is considered inactive if construction activities have ceased for a 

period of 14 or more consecutive days. 

 

 No grading shall be allowed from October 1st through the following April 30th on any site 

if the City Engineer determines that erosion, mudflow or sediment of silt discharge may 

adversely affect water quality, downstream properties, drainage courses, storm drains, 

streets, easements, or public or private facilities or improvements unless an approved 

erosion and sediment control system has been implemented on the site.  

o If the City determines that it is necessary for the City to cause erosion and 

sediment control measures to be installed or cleanup to be done, the Permittee 

shall pay all of the City's direct and indirect costs including extra inspection, 

supervision, and reasonable overhead charges. 

2.1.2 Advanced Treatment Methods 

For the majority of the construction sites within the City’s jurisdiction, the minimum required 

BMPs, if correctly installed and maintained, should adequately control sediment discharges from 

the site.  However, if it is determined that a site possesses characteristics that could result in 

standard construction BMPs being ineffective in the treatment of sediment, thus resulting in an 

exceptional threat to water quality, advanced treatment will be required.  A site is considered to 

be an exceptional threat to water quality if it meets ALL of the following criteria:  

 The site, or a portion of the site, is located within or adjacent to (within 200 feet) a 

receiving water body listed on the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) List of Water 

Quality Limited Segments as impaired for sedimentation or turbidity; 

 Disturbance is greater than five acres, including all phases of the development; 
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 Disturbed slopes are steeper than 4:1 (horizontal: vertical) and higher than 10 feet 

that drain toward the 303(d) listed receiving water body; 

 Contains a predominance of soils with U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural 

Resources Conservation Service Erosion factors K greater than or equal to 0.4. 

Alternatively, applicants may perform a Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation or Modified 

Universal Soil Loss Equation analysis to prove to the City Engineer’s satisfaction that advanced 

treatment is not required.  

Treatment effluent water quality shall meet or exceed the water quality objectives for turbidity 

and any other parameter deemed necessary by the City as listed in the Water Quality Control Plan 

for the San Diego Basin for Inland Surface Water and Lagoons and Estuaries (2007) for the appropriate 

hydrologic unit.  

Additionally, the City may require advanced treatment for sites that have a record of 

noncompliance with the City’s construction BMP requirements, regardless of if they meet the 

above criteria.  For projects where advance treatment is required, the applicant must submit the 

design, operations and maintenance schedule, monitoring plan, and certification of training of 

staff to the satisfaction of the City.  

2.1.3 Responsibility for Training 

Construction site owners and operators are responsible for training all applicable field personnel 

such that all construction BMPs required by the City are implemented consistently and 

effectively. 

 

  


